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glory of a country—the labor of the author, a species of labor hard in itself, requiring long preparation, and in the vast majority of cases extremely meagre in its pecuniary returns. What protection have the protectionist majorities that have so long held sway in Congress given to this kind of labor ? While the American manufacturer of books—the employing capitalist who puts them on the market—has been carefully protected from the competition of foreign manufacturers, the American author has not only not been protected from the competition of foreign authors, but has been exposed to the competition of labor for which nothing whatever is paid. He has never asked for any protection save that ot common justice, but this has been steadily refused. Foreign-made books have been saddled with a high protective duty, a force of customs examiners is maintained in the post-office, and an American is not even allowed to accept the present of a book from a friend abroad without paying a tax for it* But this is not to protect the American author, who as an author is a mere laborer, but to protect the American publisher, who is a capitalist. And this capitalist, so carefully protected
* Although a great sum is raised in the United States every year to send the Bible to the heathen in foreign parts, \vc impose for the, protection of the home lf Bible manufactuivr'' a heavy tax upon the bringing of Bibles into our country. There have recently been complaints of tho smuggling of Bibles across our northern frontier, which have doubtless inspired our custom-house officers to renewed vigilance, since, according to an official, advertisement, the following property seized for violation of the United States revenue laws was sold at public auction in front of the Custom House, Detroit, on Saturday, February 6, 1880, at 13 o'clock noon: 1 set silver jewelry, 3 bottles of brandy, 7 yards astnichan, 1 silk tidy, 7 books, 1 shawl, 1 sealskin cloak, 4 rosaries, 1 woolen shirt, 2 pairs of init-tens, 1 pair of stockings, 1 bottle of gin, 1 Bible.

